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240(b) of the Act, waive the presence of
the alien at a hearing when the alien is
represented or when the alien is a
minor child at least one of whose par-
ents or whose legal guardian is present.
When it is impracticable by reason of
an alien’s mental incompetency for the
alien to be present, the presence of the
alien may be waived provided that the
alien is represented at the hearing by
an attorney or legal representative, a
near relative, legal guardian, or friend.

(b) Stipulated request for order; waiver
of hearing. An Immigration Judge may
enter an order of deportation, exclu-
sion or removal stipulated to by the
alien (or the alien’s representative) and
the Service. The Immigration Judge
may enter such an order without a
hearing and in the absence of the par-
ties based on a review of the charging
document, the written stipulation, and
supporting documents, if any. If the
alien is unrepresented, the Immigra-
tion Judge must determine that the
alien’s waiver is voluntary, knowing,
and intelligent. The stipulated request
and required waivers shall be signed on
behalf of the government and by the
alien and his or her attorney or rep-
resentative, if any. The attorney or
representative shall file a Notice of Ap-
pearance in accordance with § 3.16(b). A
stipulated order shall constitute a con-
clusive determination of the alien’s de-
portability or removability from the
United States. The stipulation shall in-
clude:

(1) An admission that all factual alle-
gations contained in the charging doc-
ument are true and correct as written;

(2) A concession of deportability or
inadmissibility as charged;

(3) A statement that the alien makes
no application for relief under the Act;

(4) A designation of a country for de-
portation or removal under section
241(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Act;

(5) A concession to the introduction
of the written stipulation of the alien
as an exhibit to the Record of Proceed-
ing;

(6) A statement that the alien under-
stands the consequences of the stipu-
lated request and that the alien enters
the request voluntarily, knowingly,
and intelligently;

(7) A statement that the alien will
accept a written order for his or her de-

portation, exclusion or removal as a
final disposition of the proceedings;
and

(8) A waiver of appeal of the written
order of deportation or removal.

(c) Telephonic or video hearings. An
Immigration Judge may conduct hear-
ings through video conference to the
same extent as he or she may conduct
hearings in person. An Immigration
Judge may also conduct a hearing
through a telephone conference, but an
evidentiary hearing on the merits may
only be conducted through a telephone
conference with the consent of the
alien involved after the alien has been
advised of the right to proceed in per-
son or, where available, through a
video conference, except that credible
fear determinations may be reviewed
by the Immigration Judge through a
telephone conference without the con-
sent of the alien.

[62 FR 10334, Mar. 6, 1997]

§ 3.26 In absentia hearings.
(a) In any exclusion proceeding be-

fore an Immigration Judge in which
the applicant fails to appear, the Immi-
gration Judge shall conduct an in
absentia hearing if the Immigration
Judge is satisfied that notice of the
time and place of the proceeding was
provided to the applicant on the record
at a prior hearing or by written notice
to the applicant or to the applicant’s
counsel of record on the charging docu-
ment or at the most recent address in
the Record of Proceeding.

(b) In any deportation proceeding be-
fore an Immigration Judge in which
the respondent fails to appear, the Im-
migration Judge shall order the re-
spondent deported in absentia if: (1) The
Service establishes by clear, unequivo-
cal and convincing evidence that the
respondent is deportable; and (2) the
Immigration Judge is satisfied that
written notice of the time and place of
the proceedings and written notice of
the consequences of failure to appear,
as set forth in section 242B(c) of the
Act (8 U.S.C. 1252b(c)), were provided to
the respondent in person or were pro-
vided to the respondent or the respond-
ent’s counsel of record, if any, by cer-
tified mail.

(c) In any removal proceeding before
an Immigration Judge in which the
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alien fails to appear, the Immigration
Judge shall order the alien removed in
absentia if:

(1) The Service establishes by clear,
unequivocal, and convincing evidence
that the alien is removable; and

(2) The Service establishes by clear,
unequivocal, and convincing evidence
that written notice of the time and
place of proceedings and written notice
of the consequences of failure to appear
were provided to the alien or the
alien’s counsel of record.

(d) Written notice to the alien shall
be considered sufficient for purposes of
this section if it was provided at the
most recent address provided by the
alien. If the respondent fails to provide
his or her address as required under
§ 3.15(d), no written notice shall be re-
quired for an Immigration Judge to
proceed with an in absentia hearing.
This paragraph shall not apply in the
event that the Immigration Judge
waives the appearance of an alien
under § 3.25.

[59 FR 1899, Jan. 13, 1994, as amended at 62
FR 10334, Mar. 6, 1997; 62 FR 15362, Apr. 1,
1997]

§ 3.27 Public access to hearings.
All hearings, other than exclusion

hearings, shall be open to the public
except that:

(a) Depending upon physical facili-
ties, the Immigration Judge may place
reasonable limitations upon the num-
ber in attendance at any one time with
priority being given to the press over
the general public;

(b) For the purpose of protecting wit-
nesses, parties, or the public interest,
the Immigration Judge may limit at-
tendance or hold a closed hearing.

(c) In any proceeding before an Immi-
gration Judge concerning an abused
alien spouse, the hearing and the
Record of Proceeding shall be closed to
the public unless the abused spouse
agrees that the hearing and the Record
of Proceeding shall be open to the pub-
lic. In any proceeding before an Immi-
gration Judge concerning an abused
alien child, the hearing and the Record
of Proceeding shall be closed to the
public.

[52 FR 2936, Jan. 29, 1987. Redesignated and
amended at 57 FR 11571, 11572, Apr. 6, 1992; 62
FR 10334, Mar. 6, 1997]

§ 3.28 Recording equipment.
The only recording equipment per-

mitted in the proceeding will be the
equipment used by the Immigration
Judge to create the official record. No
other photographic, video, electronic,
or similar recording device will be per-
mitted to record any part of the pro-
ceeding.

[52 FR 2936, Jan. 29, 1987. Redesignated at 57
FR 11571, Apr. 6, 1992]

§ 3.29 Continuances.
The Immigration Judge may grant a

motion for continuance for good cause
shown.

[52 FR 2936, Jan. 29, 1987. Redesignated at 57
FR 11571, Apr. 6, 1992]

§ 3.30 Additional charges in deporta-
tion or removal hearings.

At any time during deportation or re-
moval proceedings, additional or sub-
stituted charges of deportability and/or
factual allegations may be lodged by
the Service in writing. The alien shall
be served with a copy of these addi-
tional charges and/or allegations and
the Immigration Judge shall read them
to the alien. The Immigration Judge
shall advise the alien, if he or she is
not represented by counsel, that the
alien may be so represented. The alien
may be given a reasonable continuance
to respond to the additional factual al-
legations and charges. Thereafter, the
provision of § 240.10(b) of this chapter
relating to pleading shall apply to the
additional factual allegations and
charges.

[62 FR 10335, Mar. 6, 1997]

§ 3.31 Filing documents and applica-
tions.

(a) All documents and applications
that are to be considered in a proceed-
ing before an Immigration Judge must
be filed with the Immigration Court
having administrative control over the
Record of Proceeding.

(b) Except as provided in 8 CFR
240.11(f), all documents or applications
requiring the payment of a fee must be
accompanied by a fee receipt from the
Service or by an application for a waiv-
er of fees pursuant to 8 CFR 3.24. Ex-
cept as provided in § 3.8(a) and (c), any
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